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New studio location coming soon at 6707 Fairview Rd. Suite D, Charlotte, NC
www.brookecoleinteriors.com  •  980-552-0182
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features
42	 TIME TO TRANSITION
 Designer Lane Brown pushes one family out of their tradi-

tional comfort zone and into an aesthetic that felt just right for 
their Myers Park cottage.

52 BRING THE JOY
 Mary Margaret Beaver believes that every space in a home 

should elicit happiness, and this philosophy drives the 
interior design of her Eastover home.

62	 ALL FOR ONE
 Desiring a home that would combine their backgrounds and 

travels together, one couple recruits a design dream team to 
custom build their Carmel Country Club home.
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20 GIFT GUIDE
 The spirit of giving is brighter than ever this 

year. From home decor and accessories to 
games and beauty, these colorful and unique 
gift ideas are sure to wow the person with the 
most discriminating taste.

 
26	 STYLE
 Tastemaker Ruth Runberg shares her 

tips for creating a beautiful table and a 
memorable experience.

32	 GOODWILL 
 Ten local designers offer their time and 

talents to benefit Furnish for Good, a 
nonprofit organization transitioning families 
out of homelessness and into permanent 
housing. 

38	 DESIGN BOARD
 Introverted extrovert Sarah Catherine Garvin 

looks to texture, pattern, and color to bring a 
space to life.

 

resources 
74	 SETTING THE STAGE
 The biggest stage of the season may be the 

dining table. Heather Smith of Circa Interiors 
tells us how to create a festive tablescape.

78	 KITCHEN TIDINGS
 Contemplating a kitchen remodel? Look 

no further than Queen City Audio Video & 
Appliances—a one-stop-shop offering an 
expansive selection of products. 

82	 FUNCTIONAL FLOW
 Full-service design center DCI Home 

Resource remodels a kitchen in a Mountain 
Island Lake home, creating a timeless and 
functional space.

86	 INTUITIVE DESIGN
 Good’s Home Furnishings offers an in-house 

design team to help you create a place of 
personal leisure.

contributors
88	 SOUL FOOD:
 Jim Noble
 Embracing Joy

92	 ROOM SERVICE:
 Beth Keim
 Black, White & Remodeled All Over

spotlight
14	 FROM THE EDITOR
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Whether you’re ready for a complete 
overhaul of  the kitchen, laundry, bathroom, 
or other cabinet-filled areas of  your home, 
or just a little counsel, the DesignLoft team 
has the expertise to handle any need. 

THE HOME OF 
CUSTOM CABINETRY 
AND AN EXPERT 
DESIGN TEAM. 

2914 SELWYN AVENUE, CHARLOTTE,  NC 28209  •   (704)  339-0222  •   DESIGNLOFTCABINETS.COM

PHOTOGRAPHER:  ER IN COMERFORD •   DES IGN:  K IM MIE ROKAHR
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W
ell, one thing is for sure, 2020 has been the most 
uncertain time of our lives. In our annual Great 
Gatherings issue I would typically be talking about 
dinner soirées, Christmas brunches, and grand gift 
exchanges between family and friends. But, alas, 
we’re in the midst of a global pandemic where social 

distancing is the hashtag of the year. No doubt, our holiday season looks different 
this year, but that doesn’t mean our traditions, celebrations, or gatherings are any 
less great. We now pivot our focus on quality over size and grandeur. 

This season, the table settings may be smaller, but the tablescapes are no less 
stunning. Local tastemaker Ruth Runberg shows us how to masterfully design an 
intimate (and jaw-dropping) setting that’s perfect for any occasion (page 26). And 
while we are adapting to smaller-scale gatherings, the spirit of giving has never been 
brighter. We’ve compiled a vibrant gift guide that spans across the color spectrum and 
will speak to everyone on your list (page 20). Literally meaning “good news,” good 
tidings we bring! Last month, ten designers donated their time and creative genius to 
participate in a design competition to raise funds and awareness for Furnish for Good, 
a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping families transition from homelessness 
to permanent housing. It’s a must-read, and I encourage you to learn more about it. 
You can make a difference in the lives of our fellow neighbors (page 32).

In every issue, we dedicate our pages to the most beautiful designs around town, 
and this issue is no exception. Mary Margaret Beaver may not be an interior designer by 
profession, but you’d be fooled into thinking so the moment you step inside her Eastover 
home, where every room checks all the design element boxes and her raw talent is on 
full display (page 52). Letting go isn’t always easy. Case in point: one Myers Park family 
whose affinity for holding onto their ultra-traditional heirlooms and hand-me-downs 
left them feeling constrained to a style not their own. But as luck would have it, interior 
designer Lane Brown recognized what the family actually needed and wanted. The 
result—a fresh spring clean and a home representative of its people (page 42). When 
architectural designer Frank Smith, custom home builder Phil Goodwin, and interior 
designer Kim Mauney join forces, the result is nothing short of a masterpiece in moving 
parts. From the impressive entry hall with its groin-vault ceiling to the custom designed 
kitchen and hood, the whole is far greater than the sum of its parts (page 62). 

We might not be physically with our loved ones this holiday season, but we are 
still together. Whether you’re preparing a smaller meal with fewer dishes or planning 
a virtual gift exchange, challenging times are opportunities to create new traditions. 
We are incredibly adaptive and innovative. It’s in our nature. We also have the innate 
power to love deeply through compassion, empathy, and courtesy. And that’s what 
we all need more than ever right now. As Jim Noble aptly puts it (page 88), “Let us all 
embrace this holiday season—and each other—with kindness in our hearts and great 
gatherings around our table.” My hope is that you all have a safe and healthy holiday 
season filled with merriment and joy. Cheers!

F r o m  t h e  e d i t o r

On the Cover:
Homeowner Mary 
Margaret Beaver believes 
that a home’s interior 
design should never be 
too precious or restrained 
and that every space 
should elicit happiness. 
She takes us inside her 
Eastover home (page 52).
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Ashley Hotham Cox
Editor in Chief
@ashleyhcox on Instagram



704-506-7950    @GoodwinClassicHomes

Frank Smith Residential Design | Kathryn Dixon Interiors | Chris Edwards Photography

Excellence in Fine Home Construction, Restoration, and Preservation
Presenting our New Website: GoodwinClassicHomes.com



16   HOME DESIGN & DECOR CHARLOTTE  |  DECEMBER 2020

Editor in Chief
Ashley Hotham Cox 

Associate Editor
Karin Simoneau

Creative Director
Sarah Mann

Writers
Anne Marie Ashley

Catherine Ruth Kelly
Blake Miller

Brandy Woods Snow

Photography
Dustin Peck

Brie Williams

Publishers
Michael Mayer
Susan V. Mayer

Associate Publisher
Oonagh Murray 

Sales
Fern Howerin
Cheryl Nelson

Production Coordinator
Shelley Kemper

Contributors
Beth Keim
Jim Noble

Phone 
704-585-8025

President
Mark Herrmann

Urban Home Publishing 

www.homedesigndecormag.com

DECEMBER 2020  VOL 20 NO 6

@homedesigndecor_charlotte

®

All contents copyright 2020, Maps Media, Inc. and Urban Home Publishing Inc. No part of this  publication may be reproduced in whole or in part without the express written consent from publisher. Mention of any product or service does not 
constitute  endorsement from Home Design & Decor® Magazine. The information contained in this publication is deemed reliable from third party sources, but not guaranteed.  Maps Media, Inc. and Urban Home Publishing Inc. do not act as an 

agent for any of the advertisers in this publication. It is recommended that you choose a qualified remodeling, home furnishings or home improvement firm based on your own selection criteria. 
Maps Media, Inc., d.b.a. Charlotte Home Design & Decor® Magazine, will not knowingly accept advertising for real estate which is a violation of the Fair Housing Act.  All real estate advertising in Maps Media, Inc., d.b.a. Charlotte Home Design & 
Decor® Magazine, is subject to the  Fair Housing Act which states “We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout the nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising 

and marketing program in  which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.” 
Maps Media, Inc., d.b.a. Charlotte Home Design & Decor® Magazine, does not act as an  agent for any of the realtors or builders in this publication. It is recommended that you choose a qualified realtor to assist you in your new home purchase. 

facebook.com/CharlotteHDD

704.467.9920
handleyhomeinteriors.com

@handleyhomeinteriors

Where design is attainable,
beautiful, and a true 

refl ection of  you.



The Area’s Premiere RESOURCE for Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry
CUSTOM CLOSETS • HOME OFFICE • MUD ROOM & BUILT INS • GARAGE STORAGE

Southend Showroom: 305 Foster Avenue, Suite 200,  • Charlotte, North Carolina 28203 • 704-778-6814
www.IMPACTdesignresources.com

Interior Design by Lauren Nicole Inc.





dwell

Gift Guide
20 

Style
26 

Goodwill
32

Design Board
38

The people, places, and things that elevate your home and living

Photography by Brie Williams.



20   HOME DESIGN & DECOR CHARLOTTE  |  DECEMBER 2020

6 8

TRULY  
GIFTED
While the holidays look a little 
different this year, the spirit 

of giving is brighter than ever. 
Spanning the color spectrum, 

here’s a guide to the most vibrant 
gifts around town and beyond. 

Produced by Ashley Hotham Cox

gift guide

1) AERIN Advent Calendar Set / $240 / aerin.com.  2) Peonies Slipper by John Derian for Stubbs and 
Wootten / $550 / stubbsandwootten.com.  3) Lucy Cope Match Strike / $725-$850 / circainteriors.com.  
4) Jonathan Adler Checkerboard Backgammon Set / $395 / neimanmarcus.com.  5) Lily Juliet Acrylic 
Servers / $120 / abodehomedesign.com.  6) Inez Napkin in Lilac / $10 each / furbishstudio.com.  
7) Vosges Champagne Truffles / $18 / vosgeschocolate.com.  8) Ca D’Oro Vase by CreArt / $205 / 
artemest.com.  9) LagunaB Goto Glass in Lilac / $140 / tinygods.com.

1

2

3

5

4

9

7



Home Furnishings and Interior Design Services

Serving the Charlotte Area for 28 years 

4317 Park Road  •  704.525.8727  •  traditionsofcharlotte.com  •  @traditionsofcharlotte

T R A D I T I O N S
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gift guide

1) Von Gern Home Lacquer Stripe Placemat / $65 / vongernhome.com.  2) Raawii Strom Bowl / 
$68–$118 / momastore.org.  3) Polaroid Now i-Type Instant Camera / $100 / momastore.org.   
4) Folded Notes with Royal Blue Monogram / starting at $75 / papertwist.com.  5) Big Stack Notepad 
in Papaya / $32 / papertwist.com.  6) La Compagnie de Provence Orange Blossom Liquid Soap / 
$25–$36 / isabellastyle.com.  7) Small Belles Rives Tray in Citron / $185 / furbishstudio.com.   
8) Lizzie Fortunato Louise Belt in Electric Blue / $250 / lizziefortunato.com.  9) Andy Warhol Double-
Sided Marilyn Jigsaw Puzzle / $16 / momastore.org.
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704 .236 .3203 
2500  DISTRIBUTION ST,  CHARLOTTE,  NC 28203

BOHEMIANBUNGALOWDESIGN.COM

We design inspired spaces with an eclectic, transitional and modern vibe  
that is personal to each client’s taste and lifestyle.
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gift guide

1) FRENDS Taylor Polished Gold Wireless Headphones / $198 / wearefrends.com.  2) L’Objet Leopard 
Frame / $395–$575 / bdjeffries.com.  3) Vintner’s Daughter Limited Edition Active Botanical Serum / $325 / 
vintnersdaughter.com.  4) Brass Peace Sign / $150 / shophouseofnomad.com.  5) Ginori 1735 Il Viaggio Di 
Nettuno Collection by Luke Edward Hall Charger Plate in Moss Green / $189 / elizabethbruns.com.   
6) Haand Tappas Set in Fern / $110 / haand.com.  7) Cire Trudon Limited Edition Balmain x Trudon Classic 
Candle / $150 / circainteriors.com. 8) Schumacher Cheese Knives Set / $39.95 / williams-sonoma.com.  
9) The Graphic Garden by Keith Williams / $75 / barnesandnoble.com.  10) Skeem Design Match Cloche in 
Moss / $32 / cotswoldmarketplace.com.  11) Matouk Harris Throw in Deep Moss / isabellastyle.com.
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DESIGNERS NANCY PARRISH AND ASHLEY DELAPP BRING THEIR LOVE OF COLOR TO 
THIS BESPOKE COLLECTION OF TEXTILES, APPAREL AND WALL COVERINGS

@PARRISHDELAPP  •  PARRISHDELAPP.COM 
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style

LEFT: Runberg’s dining room also serves as a library for her extensive 
collection of textile and design books. She has read all of the books 
cover to cover and references them frequently.

TOP: The intricate design of the soapstone votive holders offer an exotic 
flair to the festive table. The bread-and-butter plate and the centerpiece 
tureen are both Herend Chinese Bouquet.

BOTTOM: Runberg is seated on a Fernando Laposse sisal bench, dyed 
using a traditional Aztec technique that derives bright-pink pigment 
from crushed cochineal bugs. The sofa is a family heirloom that she had 
recovered in a Jennifer Shorto fabric.

MIX 
MASTER

Local tastemaker Ruth Runberg shares her insight 
into creating a unique table setting for any occasion. 

Written by Catherine Ruth Kelly
Photography by Brie Williams

“Entertaining can be stressful, especially when you don’t have the 
right things,” explains Ruth Runberg of R. Runberg Curiosities. “But 
when you have enough supplies in your arsenal, you can have fun 
playing with combinations of colors, textures, and patterns, and 
create a beautiful table and a memorable experience for your guests.”

Runberg’s well-stocked arsenal of entertaining supplies includes her 
varied collections of linens, china, silver, and glassware. Her etched 
brass chargers were a souvenir from a trip to Morocco. Her sterling-silver 
flatware, in a pattern she chose at age thirteen, was gifted to her piece-
by-piece by her aunts. And her colorful glass tumblers were mouth-
blown by an artisan on the island of Murano in Venice.



Gerrard Builders  |  Bruce Clodfelter Landscape Architect  |  Emily Followill Photographer

F r a n k  S m i t h
R e si den t i a l  De sig n  Inc .

7 0 4 . 3 3 2 . 4 0 7 5
w w w. f r a n k s m i t h d e s i g n . c o m     @ f r a n k _ s m i t h _ r e s i d e n t i a l _ d e s i g n
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style

“NOT EVERYTHING ON YOUR TABLE 
HAS TO BE FORMAL OR FANCY OR 
EVEN TABLE-RELATED.” 

—RUTH RUNBERG

So where does Runberg 
begin when setting her table 
for a special occasion? 

“Start with something 
you love and build on that,” 
she advises.

Her holiday table was 
inspired by a Gregory Par-
kinson block-printed textile. 
“I love the rich colors and 

thought they would comple-
ment my dining-room walls,” 
she says. The textile wasn’t 
quite large enough to cover 
the table, so Runberg folded 
it into a runner and layered 
it on top of a floral tablecloth 
with compatible hues. 

Runberg started experi-
menting with the table setting 
a week before her gathering, 
swapping out plates, goblets, 
and vases to visualize what 
would work best. Favoring 
an eclectic mix, she typically 
includes unexpected items 
such as figurines or shells.

“Not everything on your 
table has to be formal or 
fancy or even table-related,” 
Runberg shares. “Sometimes 

LEFT: Vintage blue-and-gold midcentury chairs surround the dining 
table, draped in an Anokhi floral block-print tablecloth. The gravy 
boat—Gold Aves by Royal Crown Derby—is an essential serving piece 
for a holiday dinner. The gravy ladle is by Kirk Stieff Repousse.

BELOW: Runberg’s carefully curated table setting includes a variety 
of colors and patterns. A Gregory Parkinson block-printed textile 
serves as a runner atop the Anokhi floral tablecloth. Sterling-silver 
goblets stand next to mouth-blown glass tumblers, made by a 
world-renowned artisan in Murano. Kirk Stieff Repousse sterling-silver 
flatware flanks hand-engraved Moroccan brass chargers and Meissen 
Rich Court Dragon dinner plates. Miniature bowls, hand-carved in 
Jaipur from a single piece of stone, serve as salt and pepper cellars.

ABOVE: Runberg’s daughter, Mae, assists her with table preparations. Runberg’s dining room also serves as a 
library for her extensive collection of textile and design books, which she references frequently.



721  
Governor  
Morrison 
Street 
Charlotte, NC 
28211         

circainteriors.com
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style

I turn a seashell upside down 
and use it as a salt cellar.”

Runberg always adds 
fresh flowers to her table and 
throughout her home when 
entertaining. “The chicest en-
tertainers use flowers from 
their yards, even if you just 
clip some pretty branches or 
greenery or herbs,” she says.

Runberg emphasizes 
that the most beautiful table 
settings are the most authen-
tic. “Once you determine 
what you innately love and 
are drawn to, selecting items 
you will treasure and use 
forever will come naturally 
and make your table feel 
complete.” u

LEFT: Lobmeyr crystal 
champagne cups and Leontine 
Linens cocktail napkins await 
the guests’ arrival. The bud 
vase is a vintage Chinese snuff 
box. Runberg bought the 
green Richard Ginori floral 
vase at Elizabeth Bruns.

RIGHT: Runberg sips from a 
Lobmeyr crystal champagne 
cup while lounging on an 
antique Heriz rug beside her 
vintage Italian marble coffee 
table. A leaded glass tray 
displays part of her sealife 
collection. An etched lassi 
glass serves as a vase atop an 
Hermès orange plate.

BOTTOM: Runberg, in her 
living room, stands in front of 
a framed photo she took in 
Essaouira, Morocco, in 2008. 
The sofa, by Edward Wormley 
for Dunbar, is covered in a 
Schumacher mohair velvet.



704-616-7948

Creating quality outdoor gathering spaces since 2001
DESIGN + CRAFTSMANSHIP • STONEMANROCKS.COM • LICENSED GC IN SC & NC

THE
STONE MAN®
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“Interior design may seem excessive to some people,” says 
local designer Kelley Vieregg, “but I believe that creating 
a comfortable and welcoming space is important for a 
person’s well-being, which is why I fully support Furnish 
for Good’s mission and was honored to participate in this 
event.” 

The event, Furnished, was a design challenge to benefit 
Furnish for Good (FFG), a nonprofit organization that offers 
affordable furnishings for homeless families transitioning to 
permanent housing. 

Recognizing that they couldn’t host a large charity 
event during these times of social distancing, FFG’s board 
of directors created a COVID-friendly competition to raise 
money for their cause, and they turned to the Charlotte 
design community to help. 

“We were brainstorming during a meeting, and someone 
brought up the TV show Chopped, where competing chefs 
are given the same five ingredients to make their own 
unique dishes,” explains Priscilla Chapman, FFG co-
founder. “We decided we could do something similar with 
furniture from our showroom.”

The board members asked ten local interior designers to 
participate. Each designer was given the same five pieces of 
furniture to incorporate into their own vignettes in the FFG 
showroom over two days. Photographer Dustin Peck captured 

goodwill

DESIGN on  
a DIME

Ten Charlotte designers share their time 
and talents to benefit a local charity.

Written by Catherine Ruth Kelly
Photography by Dustin Peck

GRAY WALKER INTERIORS

THE ENGLISH ROOM 

DRESSING ROOM INTERIORS STUDIO



2 0 0  N .  S H A R O N  A M I T Y  |  C H A R L O T T E ,  N C  |  7 0 4 . 3 6 5 . 3 3 3 1

C O T S W O L D M A R K E T P L A C E . C O M

HOME DECOR    UPHOLSTERY    ARTWORK    WALLPAPER    LIGHTING    GIFTS
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goodwill

DESIGN STUDIOS PARTICIPATING IN THE FURNISH FOR GOOD 
FUNDRAISER, FURNISHED, INCLUDE BARRIE BENSON INTERIOR DESIGN, 
DWELL BY CHERYL INTERIORS, DRESSING ROOMS INTERIORS STUDIO, 
THE ENGLISH ROOM, GRAY WALKER INTERIORS, HOUSE OF NOMAD, 

KELLEY VIEREGG INTERIOR DESIGN, THE PRETTY PERCH DESIGN 
HOUSE, TRACI ZELLER INTERIORS, AND ZACHARY LUKE DESIGNS.

ZACHARY LUKE DESIGNS

DWELL BY CHERYL INTERIORS

HOUSE OF NOMAD

KELLEY VIEREGG INTERIOR DESIGN



interior design  •  furniture gallery
park road shopping center   4247 park road #295  charlotte, NC 28209 

704.335.1220   @highcottonclt   www.highcottonhomecompany.com
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goodwill

each “room,” and the pictures were 
posted on the fundraiser website so 
participants could donate money to 
vote for their favorites. 

“The designers were so generous 
with their time, talents, and dona-
tions,” Chapman says. “They all 
seemed eager to be involved in a 
project that will directly support 
our city’s affordable housing crisis.”

The photographs were live for 
ten days in November, and partic-
ipants paid a fee of ten dollars per 
vote. The designers also donated 
furniture and accessories for a 
silent auction to benefit FFG. 

“I was thrilled to share my 
passion for interior design for this 
important cause,” shares Cheryl 
Luckett, one of the participants. 
“Creating a home that is functional, 
comfortable, and beautiful can 
enrich your life, and I believe we all 
deserve that.”

To learn more about Furnish for 
Good and its inaugural fundraiser, 
visit furnishforgood.org. u

THE PRETTY PERCH DESIGN HOUSE

TRACI ZELLER INTERIORS

BARRIE BENSON INTERIOR DESIGN
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Shop online or schedule a personalized appointment from the 
comfort of your home today at fergusonshowrooms.com.

YOUR LOCAL SHOWROOMS: CHARLOTTE

MAKE  
THE MOST 
OF HOME
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1. Pollack On Point in White Snake / to the trade / pollackassociates.com
2. Buster + Punch Door Lever Handle / $163 / busterandpunch.com
3. Porter Teleo Kintsugi in Zinc / to the trade / porterteleo.com
4. Kindred Black Creosote Infused Jojoba Oil / $125 / kindredblack.com
5. Ann Sacks Salluto Mosaics / starting at $8.95 per square foot / annsacks.com 
6. Cuff Studio C Chair / $2,868 / cuffhome.com
7. Klein Reid Nimbus Footed Bowl / $770 / kleinreid.com
8. Luke Lamp Co Tracer Bar I / $5,500 / lukelampco.com

design board

When Sarah Catherine Garvin designs, she looks for inspi-
ration inside herself. “I’m an introverted extrovert, and that 
translates a lot into the environments I create,” she says. 
“I have two modes: the fast-paced energy of city life and 
the contrasting serene environment of solitude, centered 
with Mother Earth. Inspiration to me is more of a feeling 
than a tangible item,” she explains. Depending on the mood 
and overall feel her clients want their homes to evoke, the 
designer looks to texture and pattern and color to bring each 
space to life. The extrovert in her looks to the busyness of 
urban life—“the action, the chaos, the synergy,” she says—
to influence her design choices, which ultimately result in 
a clean, streamlined look. But Garvin is able to carefully 
balance that modern edge with softer, more organic finishes, 
a nod to the designer’s self-described introverted personality. 
“That side of me is where I recharge and reset. I surround 
myself with pieces from earth such as cottons, gems and 
crystals, oils.” It’s the combination of the two wholly different 
aesthetics that define Garvin’s signature look. “My urban, 
sporty vibes mix with my earthy vibes,” she says. “My envi-
ronments transform into an effortless cohesion of stylized 
shapes, soft textures, and street-style expressions.”

 Sarah Catherine 
GARVIN
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The Majestic Bath  -  majesticbath.com  |  704.366.9099  |  621 South Sharon Amity Road  |  Charlotte, North Carolina 28211 
Hughes Kitchen & Bath Collection  -  hugheshuntersville.com  |  704.892.6466  |  16235 Northcross Drive  |  Huntersville, North Carolina 28078

BATHING IN 
LUXURY & WELLNESS



704.926.6000  |  DCIHOMERESOURCE.COM  |  1300 SOUTH BOULEVARD - SUITE C, CHARLOTTE, NC 28203  |  MON-FRI 9AM-6PM, SAT 10AM-4PM 

CUSTOM CABINETS  |  APPLIANCES  |  PLUMBING  |  TILE

SUB-ZERO - WOLF - COVE  |  THERMADOR  |  BOSCH
BLUE STAR  |  MIELE  |  LACORNUE  |  FULGOR
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The kitchen, which the homeowner worked 
on with Kurt Lovekamp and Karen Kettler, 
who assisted, was already completed when 
interior designer Lane Brown came on board. 
The lanterns are from Circa Lighting. The tile is 
from Walker Zanger, and the countertops were 
sourced by Harkey Tile and Stone.
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THE RIGHT DESIGNER WITH THE RIGHT EYE PUSHED 
ONE FAMILY OUT OF THEIR TRADITIONAL COMFORT 

ZONES AND INTO AN AESTHETIC THAT FELT JUST 
RIGHT FOR THEIR FAMILY OF SEVEN.

INTERIOR DESIGN BY LANE BROWN | TEXT BY BLAKE MILLER | PHOTOGRAPHY BY DUSTIN PECK

TIME to 
TRANSITION
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Brown modernized the look of the den by removing 
the homeowner’s smaller-scale antique chairs. By 

adding larger-scale pieces such as the Highland 
House daybed in front of the fireplace, Brown 

made the room feel larger and more spacious. 
OPPOSITE: The sunroom is a walkthrough from 

the backyard into the den. As a high-traffic 
area, the space needed a streamlined pathway, 

which Brown achieved by stripping away 
extra seating and adding a pair of chairs and a 

bench, both by Highland House. 



DECEMBER 2020  |  HOME DESIGN & DECOR CHARLOTTE  45

D
ay Johnson was conflicted. The aesthetic of 
her Myers Park cottage had always skewed 
traditional. The home was filled with antiques 
and family heirlooms passed down from her 
mother, an avid antique collector. But as the 
years went by, it became apparent to Johnson 

that while she’d grown up in an ultra-traditional home filled with 
antiques from all over the world, what she really wanted was 
an interior that was more transitional and livable for her family 
of seven. And less cluttered. “I didn’t realize how many pieces I 
actually had until Lane came into the picture,” Johnson says.

Interior designer Lane Brown met Johnson and her husband, 
Eric, in 2013. At the time, the couple and their five children had 
lived in their Myers Park home for five years. (Prior to meeting the 
designer, the Johnsons had renovated the kitchen, bathrooms, and 
other areas of the home with the help of general contractor Kurt 
Lovekamp.) Brown, a designer with Phoebe Howard, instantly 
connected with Johnson, who wanted to update the interiors of 
their home, beginning with their den. “She described her house 

as being a little bit dated and needing a facelift,” Brown says. But 
what the designer noticed was that while the antiques and family 
heirlooms were impressive, there were simply too many of them. 
“There were so many chairs,” laughs Brown of the dozens of 
seating options in the family’s den. “It’s a large space, so it can ac-
commodate a lot of furniture, but there were just too many small 
little things, so the scale was off.”

Lane’s priority was to create a more cohesive space that 
improved functionality and provided enough seating for the 
entire family. “Larger upholstery pieces that were to-scale helped 
streamline the den and make the room feel bigger,” she says. 
“By scaling the seating and putting in some bigger-scale pieces, it 
instantly updated the room.” The design process in the den was a 
balancing act—they kept some of Johnson’s family antiques while 
also modernizing the space with new, more modern pieces. Along 
the same lines, the experience of working on the den was one in 
which Johnson began to trust Brown’s design choices, which were 
outside of her traditional comfort zone. “I remember her showing 
me things at the beginning of designing the den and doubting her,” 



46   HOME DESIGN & DECOR CHARLOTTE  |  DECEMBER 2020

Johnson says. “Then, I started 
to see her choices and sugges-
tions in places throughout the 
den and realized that she’s abso-
lutely right.”

One such instance was the 
daybed in front of the fireplace. 
“I resisted her for the longest 
time on that,” laughs Johnson 
of the Highland House piece. 
Though placing the daybed in 
front of the fireplace was un-
traditional, Brown felt it was 
integral to opening up the entire 
den. “I thought it was a good 
selection because it helps open 
the space in front of the fire-
place, and it gives the kids a nice 
place to curl up with a book.” 
The moment Johnson saw the 
daybed in place, she knew she 
could trust Brown to update the 
rest of the spaces in her home.

From there, Brown got to 
work on the adjacent sunroom, 
which serves not only as 
another sitting and entertaining 
space, but doubles as a walk-
through from the backyard into 

“BY THE END, 
LANE REALLY 
KNEW WHAT I 
WANTED AND 

NEEDED IN OUR 
HOME. SHE 

REALLY DID GET 
EVERYTHING 

RIGHT.” 

—DAY JOHNSON 
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To soften and ultimately brighten the breakfast 
dining area, Brown complemented the Johnsons’ 

existing heirloom antique dining table with 
upholstered dining chairs by Lee Industries. The 

oversized round mirror above the antique marble-
top chest coupled with the artwork by artist 
Dorothy Shain naturally brighten the space. 

OPPOSITE: The Jim Thompson wallpaper was the 
springboard for the powder room. Brown added the 

console sink by Kohler and the pendant light from 
Slate Interiors to make the room pop.
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the den. “This is a high-traffic area, but Day had so much furniture 
here that it made it difficult to walk through,” says Brown of the 
original four large chairs and circular ottoman. “And with five kids 
and three dogs, that’s just not feasible.” Just as she had stream-
lined the antiques and extra seating in the den, Brown pared down 
the space with a pair of chairs and a small, rectangular bench, both 
by Highland House, swathed in Schumacher and Garrett Leather 
fabrics, respectively. “The sunroom is an extension of the den, 

so eliminating some furniture really made the entire space look 
even bigger than it is because we eliminated a lot of small things,” 
Brown says. 

Once the two developed more of a rapport and got into a rhythm, 
Brown began work on the room at the front of the home. “It was 
always a room Day wanted to have redesigned,” she says. Similar to 
the rest of the home, this small room felt cluttered and dated, with 
several small antiques taking up much of the space. “I wanted Day 
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The homeowner wanted a place to escape, so Brown 
designed the front reading room with a feminine 
touch. Blush-pink walls set the foundation for 
artwork by Caroline Boykin, purchased from Anne 
Neilson Fine Art, above the fireplace. A Lee Industries 
sofa with Highland House accent trim completes 
the sophisticated ladies’ lounge. OPPOSITE: Brown 
took advantage of a small niche in the foyer to 
add a pop of color. Abstract artwork by artist 
Jenny Primm from Anne Irwin Fine Art in Atlanta 
sits above a console table by Global Views. 
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Brown kept the existing celadon wall color in the master 
bedroom because it was ultimately soothing and relaxing. 
She then softened the space with an upholstered 
headboard by Highland House and luxury bedding from 
Yves Delorme and Matouk. The bedside tables are by 
Chelsea House from Mrs. Howard and Max & Company. 
OPPOSITE: Upstairs, Brown designed a custom banquette 
swathed in a durable faux leather by Kravet and added 
Lucite chairs by Noir to complement the tulip table. A 
Roman shade in a Georgia Macmillan fabric and an Oly 
Studio chandelier create a whimsical feel to the space.  
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to have a room where she could escape the craziness of kids and life 
and dogs and just relax,” says the designer of the previously blue-
and-white room. While Johnson was hesitant to change the paint 
color, when Brown recommended a pale blush pink, she trusted 
her. “Lane knew not to listen to me,” Johnson laughs. 

“It was your typical small library,” Brown says. “It was a lot of 
little furniture. A little ottoman, little chairs, little sofa. A lot of hand-
me-down furniture she didn’t know what to do with. And because it 
wasn’t comfortable or inviting, she never went in there.” By giving 
the room a facelift with the blush paint, removing the traditional 
wood mantle and replacing it with limestone, and adding updated 

furniture and artwork by Caroline Boykin, sourced through Anne 
Neilson Fine Art, Brown transformed the room into a sophisticated 
but ultimately comfortable ladies’ lounge. “Now it’s one of my 
favorite rooms in the house,” Johnson says.

Today, Johnson laughs at her initial hesitation to pare down 
her beloved antiques and family heirlooms. She sees what Brown 
accomplished by repurposing them or coupling them with more 
modern, complementary pieces. “The more we did together, the 
more I began to trust her design choices,” Johnson says. “By the 
end, Lane really knew what I wanted and needed in our home. She 
really did get everything right.” u



BRING 
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THE JOY
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INTERIORS BY MARY MARGARET BEAVER | TEXT BY BLAKE MILLER | PHOTOGRAPHY BY DUSTIN PECK

HOMEOWNER MARY MARGARET BEAVER DESIGNS HER 
EASTOVER HOME WITH A PHILOSOPHY BASED ON BRINGING 

HAPPINESS TO HER FAMILY AND THOSE WHO VISIT.

In their previous home in Cotswold, the Beavers 
worked with designer Charlotte Lucas, who helped 

with the upholstered pieces like the Precedent 
Furniture swivel chairs from A. Hoke Ltd. and the 

sofa, which is covered in Schumacher Kantau Tree. 
The rest of the furniture consists of family heirlooms 

passed down from Beaver’s family over the years.

THE JOY
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Beaver customized the hand-painted silk 
wallpaper by Griffin & Wong. The wallpaper 
was the springboard for the room’s design, 

which features Clarence House draperies, 
an antique dining table, an antique Chinese 

ancestor portrait from R. Runberg, and a 
chandelier from John Rosselli Antiques. 

Flowers are by Jay Lugibihl of In Bloom, LTD. 
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M
ary Margaret Beaver loves a home that 
feels happy. “I want the house to feel 
warm and cozy so that if anybody comes 
into this house, they feel like they 
can sit anywhere, or they can touch 
anything, and it sets them at ease,” she 

says. Whether it’s from pops of color and vibrant patterns 
or comfortable spaces in which to lounge, the mother of 
two feels that a home’s interior design should never be too 
precious or too restrained.

This philosophy has driven the interior design of her 
Eastover home over the last few years. Smitten with the house 
as soon as it went on the market, Beaver and her husband, 
Josh, scooped it up as their family was expanding and they 
desperately needed more space. The ranch-style home was 
exactly what the couple had been looking for. “It’s a welcoming 
house,” she says. “It’s very livable. And we live in every inch of 
this house. There isn’t a room we don’t use.”

The idea that every space should elicit happiness influenced 
Beaver to choose bold, bright fabrics and patterns, which can 
be seen throughout the home. Though she’s not a designer, 
Beaver is inherently stylish and used that intuitiveness in all of 
her design choices. In the dining room, she set the stage with 
a stunning hand-painted silk wallpaper by Griffin & Wong. “I 
customized everything, down to the colors used and how many 
birds were featured in the design,” she says of the custom 
wallpaper. To complement, she hung Clarence House drap-
eries in an array of greens, yellows, and pinks, and added an 

TOP: Beaver’s personal style is as stylish as her home’s interiors. The pattern and 
color she adds to her attire mimic the colorful, classic aesthetic in her own home.  

BOTTOM: Beaver sets her dining table with a variety of pieces she’s collected over the 
years, including embroidered linens by Hibiscus Linens, china by Royal Crown Derby, 
colored glassware by Zafferano, and antique flatware, which is a family heirloom.
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LEFT: Beaver loves to add colorful artwork and 
fabrics throughout her home. In the all-white 
kitchen, designer Charlotte Lucas incorporated 
the colorful Roman shade while Beaver added the 
Made Goods counter stools, which are swathed in 
a bold Kathryn Ireland fabric.

antique Chinese ancestor portrait from 
R. Runberg, which is displayed prom-
inently over the mantle. “This house 
probably has a little bit more color. 
Fun, happy color,” she says, compar-
ing it to her previous residence. “I feel 
like my taste is more reflected in this 
home, and what I want is a home that’s 
relaxed and comfortable.”

But Beaver feels that it’s not just 
color and pattern that evoke joy in a 
space. The coupling of family heirlooms 
with vintage and antique pieces has 
become a driving force in the interior 
design of the home. While much of the 
dining room is filled with newer pieces, 
the dining table is an antique, as is the 
chandelier from John Rosselli Antiques. 
And it’s the story many of the pieces 
tell that Beaver loves the most, such as 
the dining-room chairs and table, which 
she purchased from her former college 
roommate. “They weren’t working 
for her anymore,” she says. “But they 
certainly worked for me!” In the living 
room, a stunning piano is a prominent 
feature. “The piano belonged to my 
grandmother, who was a piano teacher 
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After a family trip to Sante Fe, New Mexico, 
the Beavers fell in love with local artist Stanley 
Natchez. “He painted that piece for us and our 
family,” says Beaver of the artwork that hangs 
in the hallway. The lantern is from Lantern & 
Scroll. OPPOSITE: This small niche in the foyer 
was the ideal place for the Chinese altar table 
Beaver found on 1stDibs. She completed the 
look with an antique mirror she found locally 
and accessorized with a Queen Charlotte candle 
from R. Runberg, a glass butterfly dome, and a 
cachepot she received from her mother.
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“SOME OF IT WAS PLANNED, 
WHILE OTHER SPACES 

CAME TOGETHER MORE 
ORGANICALLY.” 

—MARY MARGARET BEAVER

in Charlotte,” she explains. “This piano was in her home 
on the same street that we now live on. So there’s a special 
connection there.” Behind the living-room sofa stands a 
circa-1840 Welsh dresser, which is accessorized with Gaudy 
Welsh antique china and antique pewter pieces and was a 
gift from her parents.

Spotted throughout the rest of the home are other large 
(and small) pieces of furniture, antiques, and artwork that 
either evoke a personal anecdote, brighten a room, or ulti-
mately do both. Such is the case in the hallway leading into 
the breakfast dining area, where a bold, oversized piece of 
art by Sante Fe, New Mexico, artist Stanley Natchez hangs. 
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The entire family loves to congregate in the family room, 
which features a Slim Aarons piece on the grasscloth wall. 
Designer Charlotte Lucas helped Beaver with the Hickory 

Chair sofa and pair of chairs, the pair of side tables from 
Modern History Home, and the draperies. The Stark rug 

is from Mastour Galleries, and the lamps are by AERIN.  
OPPOSITE: Beaver transformed the existing vanity with a 

playful green hue and replaced the hardware, as well. The 
Monkey Business grasscloth by Aux Abris and the mirror 
by Made Goods turned an otherwise simple space into a 

jewel box. The vintage vase from India is from R. Runberg, 
and the custom-embroidered monogrammed hand 

towels were designed by Beaver’s mother-in-law. 

“He painted that piece for us and our family,” 
says Beaver of the artwork they commissioned 
during a family trip out West. “It’s so special 
to us. It’s like a treasure.” Her philosophy of 
designing with what makes you feel joy is also 
prevalent in the family room, where built-in 
bookshelves feature small but notable artwork by 
her children, books, and photos that summon up 
a warm, happy feeling. “Everything on the book-
shelves has meaning,” she says of her styling. 
“All of these items make me happy. But I love 
that it constantly evolves, and I can add new 
things that have meaning.”

While Beaver is honest that she’s never quite 
done adding-to and tweaking the interiors of her 
home, she is thrilled with how it’s come together 
over the last few years. “Some of it was planned-
out design, and other spaces came together more 
organically,” she says. “But where I am and we are 
right now, this house is perfect for our family.” u



INTERIOR DESIGN BY KIM MAUNEY | TEXT BY ANNE MARIE ASHLEY | PHOTOGRAPHY BY DUSTIN PECK | STYLING BY ELEANOR ROPER

A CUSTOM HOME IN CARMEL COUNTRY CLUB 
IS A MASTERPIECE OF MOVING PARTS THAT 

COME TOGETHER TO CREATE THE ULTIMATE 
RESIDENTIAL EXPERIENCE FOR ONE FAMILY.

ALL FOR 
ONE



The art that hangs 
prominently in the living 

room is a commissioned piece 
by Anne Neilson and was 

the driving force behind the 
room’s color palette.  
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The kitchen is an ideal space for a passionate cook. 
Barstools finished in white leather from A. Rudin 
complement the rich wood-forward kitchen, 
finished by artisan Tony Montognese. Mauney 
designed the custom range hood over the island 
cooktop, which was plastered by Mudwerks. 
Sub-Zero Wolf appliances make preparing meals 
a breeze. The art above the sink is by Michael 
Palmer, a legally blind artist who shows primarily 
in Maine and Florida. OPPOSITE: In the scullery, 
rich wood finishes completed by artisan Tony 
Montognese wrap around the room like a warm 
hug, making this a pleasant space to do dirty work 
like cleaning dishes or clipping flowers.
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A
fter a decade spent in their beautiful home, 
the 14,000 square-foot former Lewis Estate 
in Pellyn Wood, Suzie Trivisonno and her 
husband, Nick, knew it was time to downsize. 
And finding a lot in the country club to 
which they belonged seemed like an idyllic 

option. When a two-plus acre lot in Carmel Country Club became 
available between the ninth and tenth fairway, they jumped at the 
opportunity and reveled in the views and space.

Knowing they wanted to design a home of their own that 
combined both their backgrounds and their travels together, the 
couple called on a design dream team: architectural designer Frank 
Smith, custom home builder Phil Goodwin of Goodwin Classic 
Homes, and interior designer Kim Mauney. 

“I had the privilege of serving Nick and Suzie ten years ago, just 
after they moved here from Key West and purchased the former 

Lewis Estate in Pellyn Wood,” Goodwin recalls. “We worked with 
architectural designer Frank Smith on extensive outdoor living 
improvements to that property and became friends. We continued 
to serve them through the years, and so welcomed the opportunity 
to build their new home on the Carmel Country Club golf course.” 

Nick Trivisonno is from Brooklyn, Suzie Trivisonno from Santa 
Fe, and the pair has traipsed all over Europe with joy and keen eyes 
that fleshed out their vision for their new home. “The home was 
inspired by our backgrounds and our travels, as well as our love 
for entertaining and my passion for cooking. We wanted a lot of 
natural light and plenty of open spaces. We designed the kitchen we 
wanted first and challenged Frank to design the rest of our home 
around it,” Suzie Trivisonno says. Indeed, the kitchen was to be the 
heartbeat of the home, a place where she could cook (she’s been 
known to spend weeks planning beautiful and elaborate meals for 
entertaining) while still being engaged with her family and friends. 
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Chairs and a sofa from Caperton Collection 
upholstered in Rogers & Goffigon fabric 
anchor the living room. The homeowners’ 
art and vintage chandelier make 
statements in the room. The accessories 
are from Circa Interiors and B.D. Jeffries, 
and the elegant bench is from Formations. 
OPPOSITE: A vintage mirror lends a 
completed and traditional feel to a corner 
of the living room, perched atop an 
antique cabinet.
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“In her previous home, the kitchen was cut off from other rooms 
and, as such, Suzie spent hours alone, cooking in the kitchen,” explains 
Mauney. “The new home layout had to have the kitchen at the center, 
with access to a grand living room where connections could easily be 
maintained with her guests.” Trivisonno knew she wanted a large island 
with a range hood and two glass-door Sub-Zero refrigerators. The kitchen 
design was an elegant space to store linens and china and a computer 
station with bookshelves for online research and her extensive cookbook 
collection. “A passionate home cook often knows exactly what he or she 
needs to operate smoothly in the space, and Suzie was no exception,” 
Mauney says. Behind the kitchen was a large scullery, with views to the 
garden and several appliance garages to hide countertop appliances and 
make the hidden work of plating food and cleaning dishes a breeze. 

Once the kitchen design was finalized, the rest of the home fell 
into place. “Frank, Kim, myself, and the Trivisonnos collaborated as a 
close team to assemble a striking palette of interior finish materials, 
including reclaimed terra-cotta floor tiles from France, waxed plaster 
walls, reclaimed oak timbers for the ceiling, and rift-sawn oak cabinetry 
in a cerused oak finish,” Goodwin explains. “Exceptionally talented 
wood finisher Tony Montognese and his team worked on this home 
continuously for over six months, providing extraordinary finishes on the 
extensive wood surfaces throughout the home.”

In the beginning, Trivisonno was unsure if Mauney would be the 
best match for her aesthetic but quickly realized what many already 
know—that Mauney is adaptable and universal. “Kim is nothing short of 
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The dining-room rug is an antique 
Indian Agras dating back to the 1880s. 
The chandelier is by John Richard, a 
piece discontinued from their collection. 
Table and chairs are from Baker Stately 
Homes Collection. The custom curtains 
in Rogers & Goffigon fabric highlight the 
plastered walls and ceiling. OPPOSITE: 
In the entry, the groin-vault ceiling 
designed by Frank Smith is illuminated 
by fixtures from Metropolitan Lighting, 
which were handcrafted in Charleston 
to be exact reproductions of lighting in 
European chateaus from the 1700s. The 
stone flooring is from Francois & Co.
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amazing,” Trivisonno gushes. “She won me over as soon as we went 
to pick out marble for countertops and fireplaces. We made all our 
picks in less than thirty minutes! She had brilliant ideas, put up with 
our stubbornness at the outset, and offered suggestions that made 
the process quick and smooth.” She adds that some of their favorite 
parts of the home are because of Mauney’s design. 

Emphasis was placed on clean lines, large oversized windows, 
simple cabinet design, modern appliances, and smooth plastered walls 
used in conjunction with reclaimed tile floors and a glorious wood-
paneled ceiling. “Nick and Suzie wanted to build an interpretation of a 
modern French home that had elements of clean, modern living mixed 
with old-world French design,” Mauney says. “As such, the interiors 
were designed with this in mind, and we mixed antiques, clean-lined 
furniture, modern artwork, and old rugs, which resulted in rooms that 
felt curated, but also warm and inviting.” 

“MY GOAL, IN THE END, IS TO 
CREATE A ROOM THAT IS MORE 
THAN JUST A ROOM—I WANT IT 

TO EVOKE EMOTION.” 

—KIM MAUNEY
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In every room, the combination of old and new grounded the 
design while also giving them an “easy aura,” as Mauney puts it. 
Many of the elements in the home were part of the homeowners’ 
collection, from rugs, art, and antiques to lighting and accessories. 

“Rather than imposing a certain look, we aimed to select 
beautiful pieces that worked with the homeowners’ existing art 
and rugs while also quieting the interiors in a way that allowed 
the gardens to be part of the visual experience,” Mauney explains. 
“I like the tension that old things bring to new ones, and I like a 
balance of masculine and feminine. I am always looking for ways 
to balance these attributes through color, texture, scale, textiles, 
lighting, etc. My goal, in the end, is to create a room that is more 
than just a room—I want it to evoke emotion.”

The Trivisonnos’ home is a mix of old, new, French, modern, 
wood craftsmanship, impeccable architecture, and quality 
construction—a masterpiece of moving parts that come together on 

a grand scale to create the ultimate singular residential experience 
for this particular family. From the truly impressive entry hall with 
a groin-vault ceiling designed by Smith to the cozy master bedroom 
with antique furniture paired with modern touches and luxe linens, 
the whole is greater than the sum of its parts. 

For a builder, the complexity of a project is simultaneously 
challenging and exciting, as Goodwin can attest. “As a homebuilder 
focused on utmost quality of construction, I tend to become 
absorbed with the details, and the inevitable issues that come 
up on a daily basis for such a complex project can be tedious,” 
he says. “The most rewarding time for me, however, is after 
the homeowners move in, and I can visit without a to-do list. 
Delivering the highest quality materials and workmanship of the 
highest standards on a project with this level of complexity and 
sophistication is never so satisfying as witnessing the beauty of the 
finished product as an integrated whole.” u
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A freestanding tub and faucet 
from Ferguson are the heart of 

the luxurious master bathroom, 
while a grand crystal chandelier 
by Visual Comfort through Circa 

Lighting hangs above. Airy 
drapes made from Rogers & 

Goffigon fabric cover the floor-
to-ceiling windows, providing 
privacy while letting in plenty 

of light. OPPOSITE: In the 
master bedroom, an antique 

Chinese wedding gown from the 
homeowners’ collection hangs 

above the bed. Draperies made 
with Rogers & Goffigon fabric are 

moody and cool. The bench by 
Baker Stately Homes Collection 

provides a place to perch.



cavemancellars.com
Jeff@cavemancellars.com
704-564-9638

Bring unique home with exacting standards and 
attention to detail throughout the process. Set your 
wine and home apart by expressing your unique vision.

CREATING EXTRAORDINARY WINESPACES 
WITH YOUR WINE IN MIND
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A
s the holiday season 
arrives, no doubt our 
minds fixate on decking 
the halls and creating the 
most magical atmosphere 
possible. And while one of 

the greatest joys this time of year is seeing the 
decorations, there is no better way to embrace 
the heart of the holidays than by hosting family 
and friends around a festive tablescape. With 
food, drink, and conversation flowing, this is 
where memories are made.

“The biggest stage of the season may be the 
dining table. Family and loved ones come together 
to share one of the most important meals of 
the year,” says Heather Smith, art director and 
designer at Circa Interiors. “How we decorate for 
this highly anticipated feast can be as important 
as the food we serve and whose company we 
choose to share it with.”

According to Smith, attention to detail 
in tabletop design can set the mood of your 
gathering by creating an inviting and memorable 
setting, elevating the aesthetic value of the food, 
enhancing social interaction, and showing guests 
that they’re worth the extra effort.

Tabletop decoration doesn’t have to be 
expensive or complicated—simple can be just as 
stunning as a more intricate design.

“To start, consider the type of meal and how 
it will be served—family-style, buffet, plated, or 
courses. Then, add elements such as lighting, 
music, greenery or flowers, and centerpieces to 
set the tone for the event,” Smith says. “Use your 
imagination and create a memorable setting that 
will keep guests eager to return year after year.”

Featured Advertiser EditorialDECORATING

SETTING 
the STAGE

Well-planned tablescapes anchor the best holiday gatherings.

Written by Brandy Woods Snow
Photography by Chris Edwards
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It’s important for hosts to remember to keep centerpieces low enough in order 
to not inhibit conversation across the table. When the decor motif is established, 
hosts should select dinnerware, glassware, flatware, and linens that complete 
the aesthetic. This offers the perfect opportunity to get creative. Mix and match 
colors and patterns for a fresh, modern look that will wow guests.

When constructing a tablescape, materials and colors can drive the desired 
formality. A casual look can incorporate rustic materials, candlelight, pottery, 
greenery, and natural elements such as pinecones, wood, baskets, shells, and fur. 
For a dressier aesthetic, integrate more shine through metallics, crystal, china, 
ribbons and passementerie, and glass ornaments. Choose a color scheme, from 
monochromatic gold and silver to traditional hues to more daring options, then 
select special items—linens, flowers, ornaments, and even sentimental jewelry 
pieces—in various sizes and textures to add personality and interest. Running low 
on tabletop accessories? Decorative packages can fill space and create a festive 
mood while also being an ingenious way to clear the table at the end of the meal.

“At Circa Interiors, we offer not only design services but also a retail shop that 
is a great resource for all your holiday table needs. There is an endless array of 
possibilities for creating the perfect holiday table,” Smith says. “Now more than 
ever, the beauty of tradition may not be as alluring as the idea of breaking from 
the norm to create something exciting, new, and beautifully modern. Don’t be 
scared to be different!” u

For more information, contact CIRCA INTERIORS at  
704-332-1668 or visit CIRCAINTERIORS.COM.

“HOW WE DECORATE 
FOR THIS HIGHLY 

ANTICIPATED FEAST CAN 
BE AS IMPORTANT AS 
THE FOOD WE SERVE 

AND WHOSE COMPANY 
WE CHOOSE TO SHARE 

IT WITH.”

—HEATHER SMITH
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At Cottingham Chalk, we put our clients first. Whether that means 
answering a late-night phone call or walking you through your first home 
buying experience, we are here for you. For over 35 years, we’ve been 
helping our clients in the Charlotte and surrounding communities find the 
home that is right for them. And we hope to be doing it for 35 more.

SERVING OUR NEIGHBORS SINCE 1983
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SIX CONVENIENT LOCATIONS: CHARLOTTE | PINEVILLE | MONROE | SALISBURY | MORGANTON
QUEENCITYONLINE.COM

Experience unparalleled performance and leading innovations across cooling, cooking, and dish care—now featuring 
smart kitchen appliances enabled with Home Connect™. Elevate your cooking, without compromising your style.

Shop Thermador‘s One, Two, Free Sale for your ultimate gift with purchase today at Queen City Audio Video & Appliances.

LUXURY APPLIANCES, REDEFINED.
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A
s families spent more time at home this year, 
they rediscovered the love of preparing home-
cooked meals and the opportunity it allows for 
family bonding. Increased time in the kitchen has 
naturally led homeowners to take a closer, harder 
look at their appliances. Are they efficient? Are they 

easy to use? Are they stylish? Does their current kitchen fit their changing 
needs? If not, a well-planned renovation could be the perfect solution.

Homeowners contemplating kitchen remodels or construction 
need to look no further than Queen City Audio Video & Appliances. As 
a one-stop-shopping opportunity for all of your appliance, mattress, 

furniture, grill, and electronics needs, they have certified trained 
sales associates and offer an expansive selection. For homeowners 
embarking on a new-home build, Queen City’s dedicated builder 
department is eager to work with you and your contractor on 
selecting and implementing the finest appliance product lines.

President and CEO Roddey Player encourages homeowners 
interested in renovating to shop early, as the availability of appliances 
and other construction materials have been in tight supply since 
spring 2020. “Get your project going early and maintain contact with 
all suppliers to ensure updated time frames,” Player says. “Plan on the 
process taking longer due to overwhelming demand.”

Featured Advertiser EditorialHOME IMPROVEMENT

KITCHEN TIDINGS
From appliances and ranges to grills and beyond, 

Queen City Audio Video & Appliances has everything 
you need for the perfect family gathering.

Written by Brandy Woods Snow
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There are a few new trends to keep an eye 
on during your selection process. More people 
are searching for colored appliances, especially 
when it comes to their range. Popular colors 
include red, orange, and blue, which can add 
a statement to your kitchen. Many people 
are also requesting features like gold, copper, 
and chrome accents, and knobs with color or 
backlighting to add extra flair.

Dual ovens will continue to increase in 
popularity due to increased cooking capacity and 
time-saving tricks, allowing several dishes to be 
cooked simultaneously. To take your cooking 
capacity up a notch, restaurant-style appliances 
are gaining popularity, letting you cook like a 
chef. If you are looking for a trendy way to enjoy 
your beverages, a built-in coffee maker is a new 
and stylish way to bring your favorite morning 
drink into your kitchen design, paired with a 
sophisticated wine storage unit to keep your 
bottles chilled and beautifully displayed. 

Outdoor kitchens are also gaining popularity, 
offering a clever way to expand the home’s square 
footage seamlessly into the outdoors while also 
creating a family-friendly space.

It is no surprise that smart technology is 
continuing to be integrated into home appli-
ances, resulting in one cohesive system. Smart 
appliances can be configured and controlled 
from any of your smart devices, allowing you to 
start the cooking process without stepping foot 
in your kitchen.

“Smart appliances with innovative features 
offering the utmost in convenience and efficiency, 
eco-friendly appliances with their reduced carbon 
footprints and lower energy costs, and luxury 
appliances that blend form and functionality 
to revolutionize the cooking and entertaining 
experience are expected to be in high demand in 
2021,” Player says.

“Queen City Audio Video & Appliances 
proudly offers a comprehensive portfolio 
of brands and products. Our experienced 
consultants, both in-store and online, will help 
homeowners navigate kitchen remodels and 
home personalization to fit specific needs, 
requirements, and style,” Player says. “Kitchen 
time is family time, and being a family-owned 
business, we understand and want homeowners 
to have their perfect kitchen design.” u

For more information, contact QUEEN CITY AUDIO VIDEO & APPLIANCES at  
704-391-6000 or visit QUEENCITYONLINE.COM.

“KITCHEN TIME IS FAMILY TIME, AND BEING A 
FAMILY-OWNED BUSINESS, WE UNDERSTAND 
AND WANT HOMEOWNERS TO HAVE THEIR 

PERFECT KITCHEN DESIGN.” 
—RODDEY PLAYER
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Famous Luxury Brands  •  Design Services Available  •  Special Orders  •  Custom Fabrics  •  Locally Owned & Operated

We create unique spaces.
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W
hen Roger and Jeffrica Garcia 
decided to remodel the kitchen in 
their Mountain Island Lake home, it 
was natural for them to reach out to 
DCI Home Resource. As a one-stop-
shop design center for kitchens, 

baths, and other secondary home spaces, DCI has brought 
award-winning designs to life for more than twenty years. 
Owner of Finishing Touches Construction, Roger Garcia, and 
his team have often worked with the DCI team over the years. 
Garcia and Kaity Slaughter, owner of DCI, even collaborated on a 
master-bath renovation in the Garcias’ previous home.

“Roger and Jeffrica have four children and a large and close-knit 
extended family. They often entertain with family and friends (in 
non-COVID-19 times, of course) and love to cook. The flow of the 
kitchen needed to be very functional to prevent people from constantly 
running into each other. And storage requirements also needed to be 
met,” Slaughter says. “By designing the kitchen in multiple zones, 
folks can gather in the kitchen without getting in each other’s way.” 

To achieve this, Slaughter created distinct zones throughout the 
space with readily available functional storage—a wet bar for drinks, 
a clean-up area at the window overlooking the lake, separate range 
and wall ovens, and a large island with prep space at one end and a 
gathering area at the other. “Whether mixing drinks, cooking a meal, 

Featured Advertiser EditorialDESIGN

FUNCTIONAL  
FLOW

Creating zones in kitchen design ensures 
there is a space for everything.

Written by Brandy Woods Snow
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cleaning dishes, or entertaining guests, there is a dedicated space and function for everything in 
their kitchen,” Slaughter says.

Because of the amazing views afforded by the proximity to Mountain Island Lake, the Garcias 
requested a kitchen design that embodied and complemented the surrounding natural vistas, 
with clean lines and an overall aesthetic that was warm, inviting, and timeless.

The existing dark-stained, short cabinetry, which made the space look small and stumpy, was 
replaced with custom Dura Supreme cabinets on the perimeter that extend up to the ceiling, add-
ing additional storage as well as visually drawing the eyes up and accentuating the taller ceiling 
height. The white-painted finish on the perimeter cabinetry along with the quartz countertop and 
backsplash created bright, clean lines. Mirrored wall cabinets in the wet bar reflect the lake and 
nature views in the opposite windows, bringing the outdoors in. 

Professional series appliances completed the kitchen design. An all-gas Wolf range for roasting 
and an electric Thermador wall oven for baking offer the Garcias the best of both cooking worlds, 
while a Cove dishwasher and a Sub-Zero refrigerator bring innovative performance with a sleek look.

“While an all-white kitchen will never go out of style, bringing texture into the mix through 
different metal finishes, countertop surfaces, or various stains and wood species for the cabinetry 
creates the most impact,” Slaughter says. “By complementing the Garcias’ new cabinetry with a 
beautifully veined quartz surface, light-cherry stain on the island, and warm-toned hardware, then 
installing high-end professional appliances, the final result is a timeless and inviting aesthetic that 
is as beautiful as it is functional.” u

For more information, contact DCI HOME RESOURCE 
at 704-926-6000 or visit DCIHOMERESOURCE.COM. 

“BY DESIGNING 
THE KITCHEN IN 
MULTIPLE ZONES, 
FOLKS CAN 
GATHER IN THE 
KITCHEN WITHOUT 
GETTING IN EACH 
OTHER’S WAY.” 
—KAITY SLAUGHTER



Making the most of  staying at home.
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Beautifully lighting Charlotte’s fi nest homes since 1995.
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Cox Door is 31 years in the Charlotte market. We stand behind each and every door, install, service 
and preventative maintenance that we do. With great craftsmanship comes great responsibility. This 

is why we also stand behind the quality accessories that are part and parcel of these great doors. 
We fix, maintain, source and install any door or part that you need. From coils, to openers, advice of 

maintenance; call us and we will send our experts in the field to you.
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W
hether cultivating the perfect spot for a 
quiet moment of relaxation or fashion-
ing a room capable of inspiring friendly 
conversation, homeowners’ selection of 
quality home furnishings can make or 
break their space.

“Creating a place of personal leisure begins in our finely appointed 
furniture showrooms, where homeowners can explore a world of 
color and customizable fabrics, choosing from the finest names in 
luxury home furnishings,” says Tim McGuire, manager of Good’s 
Home Furnishings’ Pineville location. “From designing a peaceful 
bedroom retreat to setting the stage for the perfect dinner party to 

positioning a home office for success, our designers can help home-
owners pull it all together.”

Good’s Home Furnishings partners with the largest and best 
brands in the industry, including Century, Bernhardt, Hickory Chair, 
Baker, and Vanguard, to name a few. These brands are the trend and 
style setters, and most offer customizations in wood choice, color, and 
fabrics. Vivid color palettes are trending, with rich blue, green, and red 
being the most popular hues, followed closely by bold and saturated 
purples. “Color is back!” says George Plumides, designer at Good’s 
Home Furnishings. “We are also seeing a return of traditional styles 
with a contemporary twist, where new finishes and bolder fabrics 
transform traditional pieces into more modern, on-trend designs.” 

Featured Advertiser EditorialDECORATING

Intuitive DESIGN
Discover your style with the help of Good’s 
Home Furnishings’ in-house design team.

Written by Brandy Woods Snow
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While there’s also been a shift in the furniture market to include more 
relaxed, comfortable looks and modern rustic vibes, homeowners’ ultimate 
goal remains the same—to furnish their home with the highest quality 
products that allow them to live in and enjoy their homes.

In order to answer the demand from the area’s growing market, and 
because good design and attention to detail require a significant investment of 
time, planning, and selection of products, Good’s Home Furnishings launched 
its In-Home Design Services team. 

“We have a wonderful team of talented designers capable of adapting 
to our clients’ various styles and tastes. Beautiful presentations ranging in 
style from traditional to modern can be obtained by arranging an in-home 
consultation or by visiting our large showroom and talking with one of our 
design professionals,” McGuire says.

Whether wanting to stop in and browse or initiate the comprehensive 
design process, the Good’s design team offers customers friendly assistance 
without high-pressure sales tactics, allowing them to walk the showroom 
and get a feel for what products and styles best fit their tastes and desires 
for the home. Once a direction has been established, the Good’s team will 
help homeowners bring that vision to fruition. Designers work with clients 
in every aspect of the design process, helping them create the home of their 
dreams and enjoy the excitement of seeing their space transformed with fun, 
functional, warm, friendly, and expressive techniques.

“Working with a Good’s design professional allows our clients to take 
advantage of all the talent and experience of our staff while working within a 
large showroom filled with hundreds of choices,” McGuire says. “Our talented 
designers are committed to helping homeowners save time and money while 
also ensuring the home design reflects their individual style and personality.” u

For more information, call 704-910-4045, visit GOODSHOMEFURNISHINGS.COM, or visit 
the showrooms at 11735 Carolina Place Parkway in Pineville or 2220 Hwy. 70 SE in Hickory.

“CREATING A PLACE OF 
PERSONAL LEISURE BEGINS 
IN OUR FINELY APPOINTED 
FURNITURE SHOWROOMS.”

—TIM MCGUIRE
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CONTRIBUTOR | SOUL FOOD Featured Advertiser Editorial

We’re coming up on the holiday season 
that some of us need more this year than 
any year before. 

The holidays are a time for restoration, a time for togeth-
erness, and a time for joy. None of those things should be 
erased by a pandemic.

In the restaurant industry, we’re in the business of resto-
ration, literally. The word restaurant comes from the French 
verb restaurer, meaning “to restore.” To us, that restoration 
comes from bringing people together around the table. This year, 
whether it’s at your table or ours, we’d love to help you bring a 
little joy and maybe even a bit of normalcy to your holidays.

We’ve added two new gathering spaces in our restau-
rants: the Honey Monk room at Noble Smoke and an outdoor 

terrace at Rooster’s SouthPark. Those are in addition to the 
other three separate dining spaces at Rooster’s SouthPark 
and the dining rooms of Rooster’s Uptown and The King’s 
Kitchen. Our restaurants are open for you to gather and en-
tertain with ease this holiday season.

For those who aren’t venturing out too much, we’ll bring 
the party to you. Our culinary team has crafted a com-
fort-filled Holidays at Home menu encompassing some of 
our favorite seasonal foods. At Copain, you’ll find delightful, 
French-inspired breakfast items like croissants, cinnamon 
rolls, yogurt parfaits, and frittatas, plus curated appetizers, 
entrees, sides, and dessert selections for evening gatherings. 
And the Copain shop is filled to the brim with amazing gifts, 
from fresh-baked bread to cookbooks and coffee-table books 
to gourmet culinary provisions from Italy. 

EMBRACING JOY
By Jim Noble
Photography by The Plaid Penguin
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Noble Smoke is packaging up a simple and heartfelt Southern 
holiday menu featuring a smoked turkey breast with four sides 
built specifically for Thanksgiving and Christmas meals, on top 
of the entire daily take-out menu. And, if you ask me, barbecue 
always has a place on the holiday table.

As we look forward to the holidays and beginning a new 
year, it’s hard not to wonder what 2020 will look like in the 
rear-view mirror. However you decide to look at it, my thought 
is to make the most of the time we have, not wish it away, even 
in the toughest of circumstances. Who knows what 2021 (and 
beyond) holds, so let us all embrace this holiday season—and 
each other—with kindness in our hearts and great gatherings 
around the table. u

Chef JIM NOBLE is the executive chef and owner of NOBLE FOOD & PURSUITS. 
For more information, visit NOBLEFOODANDPURSUITS.COM.

“LET US ALL EMBRACE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON—AND EACH 
OTHER—WITH KINDNESS IN OUR HEARTS AND GREAT 

GATHERINGS AROUND THE TABLE.” 
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For your tranquil lowcountry 
retreat in South Carolina

Contemporary style & golf view 
1316 Wallace Pate Dr. in DeBordieu Colony

3 Bed | 2.5 Bath | $789,900
Presented by The Roper Group

843.450.8273

Beautiful yard ideal for entertaining
108 Duck Pond Pl. in Wedgefield Plantation

3 Bed | 2.5 Bath | $299,000
Presented by Geoff Groat & Toby Avant

843.240.9530 or 843.833.9566 

Expansive deck, outdoor kitchen & pool
215 Seminole Lane in Georgetown

4 Bed | 2.5 Bath | $549,000
Presented by Carol Jayroe & Rhonda Sawyer 

843.240.4492 or 843.833.1502

Gracefully set amidst live oaks
2398 Waverly Road in Waverly Creek

5 Bed | 6.5 Bath | $1,170,000
Presented by Darissa Thompson 

 843.457.9449

 Stunning luxury oceanfront condo
125 S Dunes Dr., #303 in Litchfield by the Sea

3 Bed | 3 Bath | $999,000
Presented by Tracey Rogers 

843.222.6047

Open floorplan at The Fordham
125 S Dunes Dr., #501 in Litchfield by the Sea

3 Bed | 3 Bath | $890,000
Presented by Mariah Johnson 

843.251.1686

peacesir.com • 843.237.7711 | debordieu.com • 843.546.4176
Peace Sotheby’s International Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated.

This offering is subject to errors, omissions, changes including price or withdrawal without notice.
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CONTRIBUTOR | ROOM SERVICE Featured Advertiser Editorial

BLACK, WHITE & 
REMODELED ALL OVER 
By Beth Keim
Photography by Mekenzie Loli

I love a long-standing 
relationship with a client. 

After years of working together on 
her previous home, Jodie Pannell and 
I pretty much get each other. When 
she called me about the house she had 
been waiting for, one that was perfect 
for her family, I knew right away how 
I would combine pieces I had placed 
in her previous home with new items. 
The home needed a major facelift, 
washing off the ’80s, and it was 
game-on from the minute she closed. 

The easy part was applying new 
paint color throughout and installing 
lighter floors. Gutting the kitchen 
and powder room took a little more 
patience, but the results were so worth 
the wait. Both of these spaces were 
filled with dated pieces, so we pulled 
the trigger and removed them all. 

I have always been a fan of the 
double island, and this one serves 
as both an island and a dining area. 
Built by Jacob Wolfe, this is one of my 
favorite pieces, with a slightly vintage 
look and all the function of a large 
island with a substantial top allowing 
for multiple seating. The addition of 
the brass legs make this island some-
thing really special. 

The color scheme—black and 
white throughout—was well within 
my wheelhouse. Crisp, clean, and 
simple, but striking. We pulled the 
kitchen’s black-and-white palette 
into the nearby powder room, adding 
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BETH KEIM is the owner of LUCY AND COMPANY, a full-service interior design firm located at 2108 South Boulevard, Suite 213.  
For more information, visit LUCYANDCOMPANY.COM or call 704-342-6655.

“THE HOME NEEDED A 
MAJOR FACELIFT, WASHING 

OFF THE ’80S, AND IT WAS 
GAME-ON FROM THE MINUTE 

SHE CLOSED.” 

an eye-catching graphic tile from counter to ceiling, a new 
floating vanity, and a repurposed mirror and sconce (from her 
previous home). These were simple changes that produced a 
dramatic look, all leading to the front dining room, which we 
kept very casual so the family could use this space regularly. 
We included a simple sixty-inch round table and non-fussy 
chairs, which are so their style. 

Once dark and dated, this home is now bright and clean—
and very Jodie-coordinated. u

w
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Winter 2020 Juried Exhibit 
Charlotte	Art	League
December 11–February 5
charlotteartleague.org

Charlotte Art League is pleased to 
be hosting its winter juried show. 
Juror Michael O’Neill, an educator 
and fine-art photographer based in 
Charlotte, will be announcing the 
winners during the opening reception 
on December 11. The exhibition will 
run through February 5. For details, 
please visit charlotteartleague.org.

Jackie Gendel + Adrianne 
Rubenstein
SOCO	Gallery
Through December 31
soco-gallery.com

SOCO Gallery, in collaboration with 
Tif Sigfrids, a contemporary art gallery 
based in Athens, Georgia, is pleased 
to present an exhibition of new work 
by artists Jackie Gendel and Adrianne 
Rubenstein. Paintings and works on 
paper by Gendel and Rubenstein will 
be on view to the public (and by private 
appointment) in both locations through 
December 31.
 
This will be Gendel’s second exhibition 
at SOCO Gallery. Her recent work 
furthers a neo-modernist motif as 
a means of constructing a fiction 
between fragmented figure and 
crowd, women becoming architecture, 
and automatons becoming bodies 
of unfixed age, time, location, and 
gender. Rubenstein’s work also 
distorts the familiar, as she paints and 
draws scenes that challenge one’s 
understanding of the everyday.

Mad About Modern 
The	Charlotte	Museum	of	History
Through January 31
charlottemuseum.org

The Charlotte Museum of History 
is reissuing its popular Mad About 
Modern home tour just in time for the 
holidays. This virtual, 360-degree tour 
features three homes in the Coventry 
Woods, Eastover, and Grove Park 
neighborhoods. The homes were 
built from the 1950s to the 1970s and 
showcase key elements of midcentury 
modern design, including expansive 
windows, open floor plans, and living 
areas that blur the line between indoor 
and outdoor. Tickets include a digital 
guidebook highlighting the significant 
modernist features of each home. For 
more information and to purchase 
tickets, visit madaboutmodern.com.
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F S C H U M AC H E R .C O M

GUIDE TO 
FINDING YOUR STYLE
M O N DAY,  D E C E M B E R  7 T H  AT  4 P M

Join Home Design & Decor editor in chief Ashley Hotham Cox 
with Schumacher creative director Dara Caponigro and interior 
designer Barrie Benson as they discuss the limitless possibilities 
of decorating and break down how to find your personal style.

Visit bit.ly/3pEhpPO to register for the webinar now!
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www.homedesigndecormag.com
Visit www.homedesigndecormag.com for additional photos from all of our feature homes and our local design resource guide.



Serving Charlotte’s Finest Neighborhoods Since 1975
helenadamsrealty.com  |  @helenadamsrealty



980.209.9284
HOTGLASSALLEY.COM

JACOB “JAKE” PFEIFER 
438 ATANDO AVENUE | CHARLOTTE, NC 28206

BLOWN GLASS ARTISTRY
CHARLOTTE’S ONLY HOT GLASS STUDIO AND GALLERY

HOME & COMMERCIAL DECOR

CHANDELIERS, PENDANT 
LIGHTING & INSTALLATIONS

INTERIOR DESIGN CONSULTATIONS

INHERENT 
POSSIBILITY

KITCHEN
BATH
HOME
OFFICE

sisuhomedesigns.com



DUTCHMANSDESIGNS.COM | IN-HOME DESIGN SERVICES  � �

HIGHLANDS, NC  |  ST. SIMONS ISLAND, GA  |  CORNELIUS, NC  |  CHAMBLEE, GA  |  ATHENS, GA NEW!

EXPERIENCE THE MAGIC OF DUTCHMANS’ SEASONAL 
DÉCOR—ALWAYS FABULOUS + ALWAYS FESTIVE



11729 Carolina Place Parkway  Pineville, NC     704.542.5300     PeppermintForest.com

Surround yourself with all the joy and sparkle of the season!


